
1992-1999 BMW 3 Series Oil Replacement
How to change the oil in your E36 BMW. It is recommended that the oil in your E36 is changed

every 4,000-8,000 miles to keep your engine healthy.

Written By: Geoff Wacker
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INTRODUCTION

How to change the oil in your E36 BMW. It is recommended that the oil in your E36 is changed every
4,000-8,000 miles to keep your engine healthy. It is also one of the easiest regular maintenance jobs
you can do, requiring only a few basic tools and less than an hour of time. 

This guide was written for the BMW E36 320i, 325i, 328i, M3, or any BMW using the
M50/M52/S50us/S52us 6-cylinder engines.

Note: For purchasing the Oil it is recommended to call your local BMW dealership and ask for what
oil weight is recommended for your climate.

TOOLS:
13mm Socket (1)
Socket 17mm (1)
Funnel (1)
Paper Towels (1)
Oil Drain Pan (1)
Hydraulic Floor Jack (1)
Jack Stands (2)

PARTS:
Oil Filter (1)
Motor Oil (1)

7 quarts
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https://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-14145-8-Inch-Shallow-6-Point/dp/B000NY5CQK/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1488830200&sr=8-1&keywords=13mm+socket
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-14149-8-Inch-Shallow-6-Point/dp/B000NPULCE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1431011350&sr=8-1&keywords=17+mm+socket
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-6093-Funnel-Set-4-Piece/dp/B003DN0RTA/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1407340826&sr=1-1&keywords=funnel
http://www.amazon.com/Sparkle-Paper-Towels-Giant-Pick-A-Size/dp/B00BGN8PLG/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1390949049&sr=8-1&keywords=paper+towel
http://www.amazon.com/The-Plastics-Group-Drain-Container/dp/B000HEBYYU/ref=sr_1_2?s=automotive&ie=UTF8&qid=1356973286&sr=1-2&keywords=oil+drain+pan
https://www.amazon.com/Blackhawk-B6350-Black-Fast-Service/dp/B0054WGRBA/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Torin-T43002-Jack-Stands-pair/dp/B000CO86BY/ref=sr_1_7?ie=UTF8&qid=1487796892&sr=8-7&keywords=floor+jack
http://www.oscaroparts.com/search/go?w=oil%20filter%20
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=oil&i=automotive&ref=nb_sb_noss


Step 1 — Oil

 

Open the hood of the car by first pulling the black lever located in the drivers side footwell.

Lift upward on the latch located underneath the hood to release the hood.
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Step 2

 

Jack up the car using the jack points located underneath the sides of the car.

Tip: it is advised to use Jackstands to support the car in case of jack failure.

Tip 2: It may only be necessary to lift one corner of the car in order to change the oil. The right
front jack point seems to be the best for this.


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Step 3

  

Place the oil pan underneath the plug

Using a 17mm socket, remove the drain plug.

Allow the oil to fully drain into the oil pan.

Reinstall the drain plug after the the oil stops dripping from the drain hole.
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Step 4

  

Remove the Oil Filter Housing bolt using a 13mm socket. Lift upwards on the oil filter housing cap
to remove it.



Lift the old oil filter straight up to remove it. Place a towel underneath it as you lift to catch any
dripping oil.



While the oil filter is out, inspect the gaskets on the oil filter housing cap and bolt. Replace if
necessary.



Install the new oil filter and reinstall the oil filter housing.

Step 5

  

Remove the oil filler cap and slowly pour seven quarts of oil into the engine.

Pull the Dipstick out and inspect the oil level. The oil level should be between the two marked lines.
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Place the oil cap back on, close the hood, and lower the car. You have now successfully changed the oil
on your BMW E36.
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