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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

Does	your	1999-2006	BMW	Series	3	headlight	no	longer	shine?	This	repair	guide	will	allow
you	to	replace	your	burned-out	headlight	bulb	and	rejoin	the	ranks	of	safe	nighttime
drivers.	You	will	only	need	a	few	tools	and	less	than	an	hour	of	your	time	to	change	the
bulb.	For	the	best	repair	experience,	find	a	safe,	warm,	and	clean	place	to	work	on	your	car
and	bring	along	a	microfiber	towel	to	keep	from	scratching	anything.

TOOLS:TOOLS:

Phillips	#2	Screwdriver	(1)
Flat-head	screwdriver	(Thin	Blade)	(1)
3/8"	Ratchet	(Socket	Wrench)	(1)
3	8"	Socket	Extension	(1)
8mm	3/8"	Socket	(1)
Microfiber	towel	(	Prevents	Scratching)	(1)

PARTS:PARTS:

Sylvania	H7	XtraVision	Halogen
Headlight	bulbs	(1)

Step	1Step	1		—	—	Headlight	BulbHeadlight	Bulb

Prior	to	beginning	the	repair,	open	the	the	hood	of	the	car	and	disconnect	the	battery.

Remove	the	two	bolts	on	top	of	the	headlight	assembly	using	an	8mm	socket	wrench.

https://www.amazon.com/2-phillips-screwdriver/s?k=2+phillips+screwdriver
file:///Item/Flat-head_screwdriver_%28Thin_Blade%29
https://www.amazon.com/DURATECH-Quick-release-72-Tooth-Reversible-Full-Polished/dp/B0B4J95VBK/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3FXN4T1OPHTKA&keywords=3%2F8%22+Ratchet+%28Socket+Wrench%29&qid=1703703431&sprefix=3%2F8+ratchet+socket+wrench+%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
file:///Item/3_8%22_Socket_Extension
file:///Item/8mm_3_8%22_Socket
file:///Item/Microfiber_towel_%28_Prevents_Scratching%29
https://www.amazon.com/SYLVANIA-XtraVision-Halogen-Headlight-Contains/dp/B001B9SL50/ref=sxin_16_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?content-id=amzn1.sym.d5d2dbeb-b217-4d41-ad6b-bc4af55d7521%3Aamzn1.sym.d5d2dbeb-b217-4d41-ad6b-bc4af55d7521&crid=1MQ5IG0WSFEAZ&cv_ct_cx=H7+headlight+bulbs&keywords=H7+headlight+bulbs&pd_rd_i=B001B9SL50&pd_rd_r=9cfd9ce6-945d-43fd-9443-978a07777850&pd_rd_w=TFr9c&pd_rd_wg=cXLDF&pf_rd_p=d5d2dbeb-b217-4d41-ad6b-bc4af55d7521&pf_rd_r=ZNGNPY87PPCR3WXD6H1C&qid=1672341820&sprefix=h7+headlight+bulbs%2Caps%2C307&sr=1-1-a73d1c8c-2fd2-4f19-aa41-2df022bcb241-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExMUJZVjFMUEQ4U0VGJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNjE1MzAzMUtVNjJLSlAyQ1ZOSSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMjYxMjUxMUlCOEFPS0dHUktHNyZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX3NlYXJjaF90aGVtYXRpYyZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=


Step	2Step	2

Start	by	placing	your	flathead	screwdriver	inside	the	microfiber	towel.

Then,	insert	the	covered	flathead	screwdriver	in	the	vertical	space	below	the	headlight.

Next,	push	the	screwdriver	while	wiggling	it	side	to	side	against	the	small	tab	in	the
crack.	By	doing	this	action	you	will	separate	the	trim	under	the	headlight	from	the
fender	of	the	car.

Step	3Step	3

Slide	the	headlight	assembly	out.
Place	the	microfiber	towel	on	the	bumper;	set	the	headlight	assembly	face	down	on	it.

https://www.ifixit.com/products/microfiber-cleaning-cloths


Step	4Step	4

Remove	the	four	screws	with	the	Phillips	#2	screwdriver.

Next,	remove	the	backing	plate	to	gain	access	to	the	headlight	bulb.

Step	5Step	5

Once	the	backing	plate	is	removed,	free	the	headlight	bulb	by	pushing	down	on	the
retaining	bracket.	Push	towards	the	direction	of	the	red	arrow.

Next,	lift	the	retaining	bracket	and	remove	the	headlight	from	the	assembly.



To	reassemble	your	device,	follow	these	instructions	in	reverse	order.

Step	6Step	6

Once	the	headlight	bulb	is	removed	from	the	housing,	separate	the	bulb	from	the
connector	by	wiggling	it	out.

Do	not	grab	the	glass	while	attempting	to	remove	the	bulb	from	the	connector.	Instead
grab	the	metal	plate	near	the	connector.

Lastly,	insert	your	new	bulb	and	follow	the	steps	in	reverse	order	to	reassemble.


